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Best technology - Best results

My mate said he wanted to get 
more distance so I told him to hit it 
and run backwards

Please look after our course and 
respect our fellow members by 
replacing your divots (and using the 
sand) and repairing your pitch marks 
on the greens. 
Don’t forget the bunkers either. 
Raking them properly after you have 
played out of them is a must so don’t 
forget to do your part.

The season has kicked off with plenty of 
activity at home and away from the course. At 
home, the Women’s and Men’s programmes 
have commenced with plenty of interest in 
the events staged over the opening two 
months of the year.

The men had their usual season opener with 
the Shoot Outs being won by Terry Parker and 
Todd Mayson.

The ladies have had a pretty full calendar 
already with the main focus of attention being 
on the opening rounds of the LGU Net.

Away from home 
has seen some 
great things coming 
from a number of 
our members 
competing and 
featuring in some 
of the major events 
held to date. Tae 
Koh enjoyed success 
with wins in the 
North Shore 54 
Hole Open and the Auckland Anniversary 
Tournament over 72 holes. Tae and fellow club 
mates, Nick Voke and Shiv Sabherwal, have 
also earned early season Auckland honours 
with selection in the province’s five-man 
team to contest the SBS Invitational 
tournament in Invercargill, early March.

Got anything newsy then give it to Editor Todd at the Golf Shop Ph: 266 8297Got anything newsy then give it to Editor Todd at the Golf Shop Ph: 266 8297

FootJoy Golf Shoes
Lucky Draw 

Winner

Berniece Burton

Ladies Weekday Match Play
1-22 March

St Pats Day
Saturday PM 17 March

Finals
Nelson & Simich, Lovegrove, 

Kohn and Bell
Saturday AM 17 March

Match Play Club Champs 
Qualifying

24 & 31 March

Warriors Night OutWarriors Night Out

This year we are looking-out for 
going-out opportunities for club 
members and first up is a night out at 
the Warriros.

24 March
Warriors vs Titans

Price will be around the $50 mark and 
will include transport to and from the 
Golf Club. If you are interested in being 
part of the Manukau GC crowd then 
please confirm (name and number of 
people) with Todd at the Golf Shop

NEW RULES APLENTYNEW RULES APLENTY

This year a lot of changes to the rules 
have been introduced by the R&A. To 
help you get a handle on what is what 
we have included a rules summary 
sheet on the reverse and new rule 
books are available from the office.



Changes to the Rules of Golf 
Applicable January 2012 – December 2015

During the 4 years since the Rules were last changed, a number of incidents have occurred which were not covered in either the Rules of 
Golf or Decisions on the Rules of Golf. The Rules have been reviewed and altered to cover these and clarify some other situations.

The principal changes to the Rules of Golf are:-

1.  Addressing the Ball (Definitions)
This is amended so that a player has addressed the ball simply by grounding his club immediately in front of or behind the ball, regardless 
of whether or not he has taken his stance. 

2.  Exerting Influence on Movement of Ball or Altering Physical Conditions (Rule 1-2)
This Rule has been amended so that if a player intentionally takes an action to influence the movement of a ball or to alter physical 
conditions affecting the play of a hole in a way not permitted by the Rules, Rule 1-2 applies when the action is not already covered by 
another Rule. In this case a player who intentionally improves the lie of a fellow-competitor’s ball would be penalised under this Rule.

3.  Time of Starting (Rule 6-3a)
The Rule has been amended to provide the penalty for starting late, but within five minutes of the start time, to loss of the first hole in 
Match Play or two strokes at the first hole in Stroke Play. 

4.  Seeing the Ball, Searching for Ball (Rule 12-1)
This Rule has been clarified and amended to permit a player to search for his ball anywhere on the course when it may be covered by 
sand. In this case there is no penalty if the ball is moved in a search, the ball must be replaced and the lie recreated before the shot is 
played. There is a penalty of one stroke under Rule 18-2 if a player moves his ball in a hazard when searching for it when it is believed to 
be covered by loose impediments.

5.  Ball in Hazard; Prohibitive Actions (Rule 13-4)
The Rule has not changed but an Exception now permits a player to smooth sand or soil in a hazard at any time, including before playing 
from that hazard, provided it is for the sole purpose of caring for the course. However, the general provisions of Rule 13-2 still apply, and if 
a player subsequently fails to get the ball out of a bunker and the ball finishes in an area that has been smoothed by the player, a penalty 
will be incurred.

This exception would cover the instance when a rake is retrieved away from the ball and the player smoothes his footprints or any 
depressions left by the rake itself before returning to play his shot.

6.  Ball Moving After Address (Rule 18-2b)
The rule is unchanged but an Exception has been added that exonerates the player from penalty if his ball moves after it has been 
addressed when it is known or virtually certain that the player did not cause the ball to move. E.g., if a gust of wind moves the ball after it 
has been addressed there is no penalty and the ball is played from its new position. 

7.  Ball in Motion Deflected or Stopped; By Outside Agency (Rule 19-1)
The Note has been expanded to cover the various outcomes when a ball in motion has been deliberately deflected or stopped by an 
outside agency.

8.  Playing from the Wrong Place; Stroke Play (Rule 20-7c)
Note 3 has been amended so that, if a player has played from the wrong place, in most cases the penalty will be limited to two strokes 
even if another Rule has been breached prior to his making the stroke.

9.  Appendix 4
This new Appendix covers the regulations for the design of devices and equipment such as tees, gloves and distance measuring devices.

NB. Distance Measuring Devices are permitted only if the Committee has introduced a Local Rule to that effect. The Local Rule must be 
either printed on the scorecard or displayed on the Local Rules Board at the course. 

10.  Rules of Amateur Status (pp163-179)
A number of changes have been made to this section, in particular, Rule 3-2b, which now permits an Amateur golfer to accept a hole-in-
one cash prize, albeit with certain conditions.
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